NOTES
figure 2. Note depressions in the sand as the eared Grebe pivots on its breast before pushing off with its feet to lunge for prey.
Photo by Jeffery T. Wilcox figure 1. eared Grebe lunging for amphipods on the open sand beach, downslope from displaced beach wrack (left, not pictured). christy ranch, Santa cruz island, california. Arrows indicate direction and extent of the last wave sweep (ocean is opposite direction from arrow).
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NOTES its breast and lunging farther and farther (figure 2). only once did it clumsily shuffle up the beach after prey, but for only a distance of about twice its body length. When the supply of nearby amphipods was exhausted (i.e., out of reach or out of sight), the grebe caught a wave back into the surf and, using the same wave-riding action as before, repositioned itself on another section of beach and repeated the same feeding behavior as described above. i observed the grebe for more than 30 minutes in total. even after i had walked to the end of the beach and returned, its behavior continued. Grebes, as a group, are superb divers but move awkwardly on land because their legs are set far back on their body and the large cnemial crest on the tibiotarsus limits the flexibility of the knee joint, specializations for subsurface diving. Their principal foraging medium is water. eared Grebes, however, have been known to glean off a terrestrial surface from the safety of water. in a foraging behavior described by Jehl (1988) at Mono lake, eared Grebes glean brine flies from tufa towers but do not leave the water to do so, since the towers are surrounded by lake water. in this situation, the grebes are safe from terrestrial predators and can dive under the surface if threatened from above. Merrill (2017) reported observing a Pied-billed Grebe scanning the muddy shore of an artificial pond before jumping from the water to shore and scooting through mud to seize an earthworm. The specific terrestrial foraging behavior that i witnessed on Santa cruz island appears to be unique, not only as a new observation for any grebe species, but also because the grebe left the relative safety of the water time and again, repeatedly exposing itself on the open beach.
foraging behaviors previously described in the eared Grebe demonstrate its ability to take advantage of congregations of prey (Jehl 1988, caudell and conover 2006) . The deliberation with which the grebe i observed repeatedly rode the surf to within foraging distance of amphipods exposed by displaced wrack may reflect this, as beach hoppers are concentrated between the edge of breaking waves and the beach wrack. Although the risks of predation are elevated when foraging on the beach, the tradeoff may be access to concentrated prey.
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